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AMUSEMENTS TO-MORROW EVENING.

ACADEMY O MUSIC, Fourteenth streel —ITALIAN

OrEpa=PoLuTo,
KIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway —Senoorsssren—Tunrsi-
cuovE—Mame s,

ROWERY THEATRE, Bowery —Oun Mzss—Mure Srr—
Green MossTRE,

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Brosdwsy —Roug Pastion—
Tiwckusn Tiwss.

WINTER GARDEN, Broadeasy, oppesie Bood streel.—
Dot—BonraiL axp Wagrair,

LAURA KEHNEB THEATRE, 62 Broadway —Wokn
AND S1ALE.

NEW BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery —Vinoog—Souoot
MasTER—LAGHTHOUSR Fiesp.

NUM'S AMERICAN MUSHUM, Rroadway,—Afuer
noﬂl?i:un! Evening—Firin DoTensan—HAUNTED ClAMBER,

WOOIVS MINASTREL'S, 44 Broadwny. —ETHI0OPIAN BONGS,
DascEs, &C—BEDUIN AlAns,

BRYANTS MINSTRELS, Mechiniea Flall, 472 Broadway. —
Bunissques, Bosas, Dawcrs, &c—Hion, Low, Jarx
New York, Sunday, September 18, 1859,

Owing 1o the great increase of our advertising businnss,
we are compelled to ask our advertisiog friends to como
to our ald and help us to got our paper to press.  This
they ca
&t 05 carly an bovr in the day and eveuing as possible,
All advertisments showdd be handad in befove nine o'clock at
night. Those handed wn after that hour will have tofake
izir chanee as repards classification.

weeomplish by sending in thelr advertisemonts

The News.

The equinoctinl gale burst upon us on Friday
night, and continned with considerable vivlence
throughout yesterday aud last night. As usual,
trees and awnings suffered no little damage, and

the northwest wall of a new bullding in Duane |

street, near Broadway, was blown down. A por
tion of the wall in its descent fell on the roof
of an adfoining house, owned by Sarah Lozier and
oceupied by eight families, The roofand upper sto-
ries were demolished, together with the contents of

had his leg broke. We have heard of no serions
casualty in the city. The tide in the rivers was un-
usually high, and the cellars of many buildings on
the East river side were overflowed, causing con-
piderable damsge. Several accidents happened
to veesels in the harbor, the particulars
of which are given in another column. Owing to

the severity of the storm none of the outward |

bound steamers went to sea yesterdny. They will
leave 8s soon as the weatlier moderates sufficiently
to enable them to do so. The muil steumer Arago,

bound for Southampton and Havre,is among the
versels detained. We shall, consequently, through |
the courtesy of Captain Lines and the attention of |

the purser of the Arago,be enabled to forward
files of the Haravrp of this morning, containing the
very latest news, to our own correspondents and to
all the commercial centres of Europe. The Arago
takes out 125 passangers and $010,003 10 Specte.
The laborers at the Bergen tunnel works all day
yesterday and throughout last night kept up the

blockade of the Erie Railroad at that point, and no |
trains were permitted to pass. They were visited |
boundary of Oregon was settled by adopting

during the day by several of the magistrates and by

Father Vazetta, a Roman Catlolic priest, who ex. |
| of Parlinment delining the Territory of New

horted the workmen to desist from their unlawful
proceedings: but their paclficatory efforts appa.

rently made no impression upon the laborers. | ing outlines
Quite & formidable body of military were under |
arms yesterday, but the inclement weather deterred |

them from attempting any operations against the
workmen. It is stated, however, that at an early
bour this morning the soldiery will disperse the
mob and demolish the obstructions placed upon
the railroad track,

A meeting of the Democtatic General Committee |

waa held at Tammany Hall last night. It was se-
cret, but the following DBusiness transpired:—A
committee, consisting of one from each ward, was
appointed for the purpose of selecting three per-
sons in each clection district to act as regis-
ters at the election. The committee will meet
on Monday next, between 11 A. M. and 3 P. M., to
make the eelection. A special committes was
ulso appointed to submit the names of those thus
selected to the Board of Supervisors, which meets
on Monday night.

There was an unsuccesaful attempt made yester.
ferday alternoon to obtain a quorum of Councilmen
in order to adopt an amended report of a joint spe-
cial committee appointed to draft an ordinance di-
viding the city into election districts. The Presl-
dent issued the call early in the morning, but at
five o'clock there were only six members present,
all the republicans having purposely absented them-
selves.

On the evening of Thuraday last the barn and
outbuildings of Mr. Win. Layton, at Throgg's Neck,
Westchester county, were set on (ire and consumed,
together with their valuable contents, consisting of
five horses, six carriages, four eleighs, forty-four
tons of hay, a quantity of farming utensils, buffilo
robes, ke. The totalloss is estimated at $9,000;
insured for $2,000, mostly in New York offices. Mr.
Layton Yiaa offered a reward of $500 for the appre-
hension of the incendiaries.

The annoxed table shows the temperature of the
atmoaphere in this city during the past week, the
range of the barometer and thermometer, the
wariation of wind currents and the state of the.
‘weather, at three periods during each day, viz: at
$ A. M., and 8 and 9 o'clock P. M.:—
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The mortallty report of (he Cit
mpector shows that the deaths for the “.,g,_.:‘;

of 77 as compared with the mortality of the week
proviovs. Of the deaths last week 81 were men,
#3 women, 166 boys and 161 girls. As enmpared
with the corresponding week last year, there is a
deerepse fo the nuaber of deaths of 3}. Of the
whole mnmber of deaths last week 208 were
of ten years of sge aud under, belog &L
less thnn  the week previons. The report in-
foring us that there were 146 deaths of diseases of
the etomuch, bowels and other digestive organs, 52
of diseases of the bra'n and nerves, 100 of discase
of the lungs umd throat, 24 of skin and cruptive
disenses, 38 stillborn and premature births, 50 of
general fevers, 3 of old age, 2 of diseases of the
generative and urinary organs, and 3 of the bones,
joints, &e. Twenty-six deaths arose from violent
cauces. The pativity table shows that 358 were
patives of the United States, 82 of Ireland, 19 of
Germany, 6 of England, 6 of Scotland, 1 each of
Austria, British America, France, Italy, Prossia,
Wales and the West Indles, and the balanve of
different foreign countries,*

Yesterdny was the 229th anniversary of the set-
tlement of Boston, and the day waa to have been
celebrated in that city by the firing of cannon, the
ringing of bells, a balloon sscousion, n grand civie
and miiitary procession, a prayer and an oration, and
numberless uddresses by some of the first men of
the old Bay Btate, together with the inauguration
of Hiram Powers' statue of Daniel Webster. Owing
to the equinoctiul gale, however, the city celebra-
tion was postponed, but the statue was duly inau-
gurated at Music Hall, and Edward Everell de-
livered a speech on the occasion.

The cquinnctial blow, with the heavy fall of rain expe-
rleneed vosterday, tended to luterfere with outdoor busi-
ness and to check transactions in some branches of com-
meree,  Foark were expressed that should the recent cold
weather and the storm of yesterday have extended over
the ecolton regiong of Wie South that thelr eilftots would
prove quite unfuvorable,  The sutumo weather of lasi
venr was remarkably fine and late, and no such con-
ditlon of It s the present was expericnced here 50 early
in the season.  Not only the yield of cotton, but also that
of tobacen, are liable to bo affscted by early frost and
etormes, and & good deal of anxiety exists with persons in
the trade to learwthe effects of the late change of tempo-
ratare and of the storm of yesterday upon the growing
crops, which, owing to a late spring, are sald in
muny Ecctiong o be quite backward.  The sales
of cotton  yesterday ombraced  about 2,000 bales,
1,000 of which consisted of New Orleans strict middling
at 123, We, howover, have no change to notiee in our
regular guotations, at which the market closed firm.
Owing to the storm the sales of Jour were lmited, and
common grades of State and Western were casler, while
extra brands were unchanged.  Southern flour was with.
out alteration in prices, while sales were moderate. Whiat
was insctive and prices without change of moment. Corn
was scarce and held above the views of buyers. Pork
wis steady, with sules of mesz at $15 124, and prime at
$10 66 o $10 62, The prevalling storm interrupted
trapsuctions in sogars.  The moarket was firm, however,
while sales were confined to about 150 hbds. Cuba musco-
vado aud weven hilds, Porto Rico,  Coffie was guiet; no
sales of momess transpired.  Freights wore firm, while

| engagements wore light.

The New Dispute with England—The
Misston of General Bcotl to the Pacifie.

General Scott arrived in this city from Wash-
ington yesterday, and immediately proceeded
to West Point, where he intends remaining with

is danghter, Mrs. Col. Scott, until Monda,
" derhill, |dhis daughter, ? ol
S Yoou, BT ANl SERICEMR SNAc b | when he will return to this city, and on Tues-

| day embark on board the steamship North Star

| for California and Oregon. The General will
! be accompanied to the Pacific by Colonel L.
; Thomas, Assistant Adjutant General, and

Colonel G. W. Lay, as military private seere-
| tary.  No doubt a large concourse of citizens

will greet the gallant veteran on his departure
! from our esstern shores Lo look after affairs on
| the western slope of onr continent.

The occupation of San Juan islands by the
armed forces of the United  States under the
command of General lHarney, the presence in
the Straits of a reconnoitering British naval
| force, and the sudden departure of General

- . . ®
| Bcott to the scene of action, in view of possible
MOt in wulalmy —b wf e Oeoupation, give

temporary, possibly they may give permunent
importance, to the islands of San Juan.

Let us see how the matter stands.

The dispute with regard to the northera

the forty-ninth parallel of latitude, and the act

Columbin, or Caledonia, presented the follow-
of that colony. It was to comprise
“all such territoriea within the dominion of
her Majesty as were bounded to the south hy

l the frontier of the United States of America,
| to the east by the watershed between the

streams which flow into the Atlantic and Icy
| Oceans, to the north by the fifty-fifth parallel of
north latitude, and to the west by the Pacific
Ocean, and shall include Queen Charlotte’s
islands, and all other islands adjacent, excepting
Vancouver’s island.” Now, Queen Charlotte's
islands are to the north of Vancouver's island,
the lower point of the three, Grabam, Moresby
and Prevost, being at 52 degrees north latitude.
Vancouver's island, at its northern extremity,
dces not reach beyond 51 degrees, and is di-
wided from the main land by the Gulf of Geor-
gia and Qneen' Charlotte’s Sound.

The islands of San Juan ave at the southern
extremity of Vancouver’s island, and in no way
adjacent to Queen Charlotte’s islands. On the
contrary, they lie forty'miles westward of Vic-
toria, and are separated from the territory of the
United States by only about half that distance,
Thus,"the new colony excluded in terms the
islands of San Juan.

Now, according to all precedent, they belong
to the nearest main land, and not being adja-
cent to Queen Charlotte’s islands, but several
hundred miles south, are, by the express act of
Parliament alluded to, excluded from the new
British colony of Columbia, or Caledonia. It is
evident, therefore, that England did not claim
it, and, geographically, thus excluded by act
of Parliament from its territory, belong to
the United States. Politically, the possession
of the San Juan islands would give the pre-
ponderance of territory in Vancouver's Straits
to the English, and in a military point of view
the command of them.

In an English map now before us we perceive
they are claimed as British property. This is
nothing new. We have seen such maps before.
As far a8 we can fairly judge from the docu-
ments before ma, our claim is a rightful one,
and will be insisted on. General Bcott is no
doubt fortified with the proper evidence, and
will be able to make a correct  deduction of
title."

Iwronts Drcrmvine ar Lasr.—We are glad
to see that the imports of foreign goods are at
lastdeclining. For many months we have cau-
tioned the dry goods importers against the con-
sequences of the policy they were pursuing;
we have warned themn that glutted markets
involved sacrificed goods, and that they wore
most obviously glutting the market. The ane-
tion sales which are now taking place, and the
disfavor with which certain dry-goods paper
beging to be regarded, prove how well-founded
our warnings were.

Ing on Baturdsy Inst numbered 451, o decrensg

Now, however, it seems, wo have turned the
goerner; nnd the imports have begnn to dl:'glin(’!

The following 18 a comparative statement of
the importe of foreign dry goods and general
merchandise at Now York for the week and

gince Juruary 1, For the week :—

ig-h'l'. 1858,
Dey foods. e $1,367,930 )
Genern] merchaudice 2,400,200 2,047,600

1'::-3{.5':? :EL-‘:&:‘E]%;%% '.l?z‘,g',:‘a{ 1?1;‘17:%:1",;5;
Bince Jan, 1000 $177,000,761 $1006,684,816 $185,943 681

The amount of importations is large, $1855,-
943,681—sny cight millions more than 1857
The question whether the country can consume
s0 much more ig a very nice one, On the one
hand, population and prodmction have in-
creased since 1857, and people, having lived
more economically, have the more means now.
But, on the other hand, business has been dull,
profits have been small, and the desirve to buy
freely of objects of luxury is less goneral
than it was in 1857; farmers’ dwughters den't
want so many fine dresses, housekeepers don't
need so much sugar or such costly tea as they
did then. Our readers can decide befween the
two views. Meanwhile, if the importations full
off from this out, the spring trade will doubtless
be lively and profitable.

1859,
$935,130
1,020,691

The Jewish Sabbuth and the Ohristian
Sunday.

The Sunday question continues to excite
great interest both among the people and the
prees, It I8 o question in which the whole
community is concerned, and therefore com-
mands universal attention,

The meeting in the Bowery on Tueaday last
hus put the fanutical papers in hysterics, and
get the hypoceritical Pharisaical journals to the
publication of platitudes abont infidelity, im-
morality, and the first French Revolution. To
all who understand the subject these lucubra-
tions are highly amusing for the ignorance
they display, and for the violence of passion,
real or affected, which runs through every line,
and which is an infallible symptom of the weak-
ness of their arguments.

On another page we publish three interesting
articles of u very different character; they are
ealm, well reasoned and full of facts. The two
firet, from the Churchman of this city, the or-
gan of the Episcopal church, give the Epizco-
palian view of the question contrasted with the
Puritanical; and the last, from the organ of
the Archbieshop of Cincinnati, presents the
Catholic view of it. With these views our own
opinions eubstantinlly coincide; and it will be
seen that what we have written from time to
time on the subject is borne oul ina remark-
able manner by the articles which we extract
from our contemporaries.

The positions we estublished were, that the
Jewish Sabbath was abrogated, (and * it is in-
deed abrogated,” saye the writer in the Chureh-
man); that there is not only no anthority in
the New Testament for its continuance, but
the contrary; that Sunday is an ordinance of
the Catholic church, like her other holidays, and

herauthority is the only warrant we have for ob-
serving it; that the festival has been borrowed
from that church by the Puritans in common with
other'rotesiants, but that its mode of observance
has been changed by the Puritans alone into
a dismal, gloomy, Jewish Sabbath, more like a
fust than a feast day, and that the Apostles and
the early Christions rejected that idea of it.
The Protestant Reformers, too, who separated
from the Cuatholic church on other grounds,
agreed wilb it in this. And everywhere else
in Chrigtendom but in England, Scotlund and the
United States, Sunday is held as a joyous festival,

like Christmas or our Thanksgiving day, This
io admiticd DY U@ rurmes weitoro (hemselves,

Therefore,says Lyman Coleman, in his Ancient
Christianity Exemplified, “England, Scotland
and America, and they only, of all the nations
of Christendom, enjoy a Christian Sabbath.”
So that, according to the quadrilateral journal
befogged in “the elbows of the Mineio,” and a
wet blanket of Wall street whose picty run
mad will be the death of it, the Episcopalians
and Catholics of the United States, with many
other American Christians, a very large majority
of the Episcopalians of England (and they are
the majority of the people), the Catholies of that
country, the Christians of France, Italy, Ger-
many and all the rest of Christendom, are infi-
dels; and a journal in this country which agrees
with them, and nearly the whole Clristian
world, is accused of infidelity and of an at-
tempt to break down the barriers of morality
and social order.

Every reader of the HerarLp knows that it
has always denounced infidelity as strongly as
it bas fanaticism in religion; that i% has been
ever the consistent advocate of law and order
and the rights of properiy, and the saered ob-
ligation of contracts, in oppodition alike to
those party journals which have demoralized
politics and established a reign of rowdyism
and terror on the rning of law and order; to
those jonrnals which call property robbery,
and those which, ndvocating the violation of
the compuct made between the slave States
and the free when the constitution was
adopted, proclaim “a higher law™ than
the Bibhle and the fundamental law of the
land, and to enforee it invoke an “jrrepressible
conflict” between the North and the Sonth
which will delage the country with human
blood,

Of tbiz latter class is the journal which charges
the Henarp with “boldly arraying itself against
all that is sacred in religion and pure in morals,
and striking at the very existence of social order
and the security of life and property.” One
of the social crimes urged by this hypaoeritical
jowrnial againgt the Henatn s, that it is published
not only on the other gix days of the week, but
also on Sunday. Now it is hardly neccasary
to tell the reader that the Suspay Heranp is
prepared on Saturday, whereas the Mondayissne
of the Wall sireet journal is propared on Sun-
‘day, and its editors, reporiers and printers all
work on that day, in direct violation of the kind
of Sunday observance for which it contends.
Conld the impudence of hypocrisy and the
force of cant further go?

Our quadrilateral contemporary, on the con-
trary, abandons the religious idea of Sunday
laws, and contends that they have only a civil
aspect, and are for the temporal good of the
people. If that be the case, and that the old
Puritan leaven is not working in his stomach,
why does he object to Sunday recreations and
Sunday amusements, which are certainly for
the people’s good !—and why call those * lufl-
dels” who are seeking to remove the Sunday
resiriclions on the statute book, one of which
gives power to the police to close all places of
amusement in the city, while another prohibits
travelling beyond “a Sahbuth day’s journey,”
and thus prevents the people quitting the fetid

atmosphere of the city nnd seeking the coun-
iy to inbale (he puge iy and eniny (ke greea

fields, and listen to these sermons preached by
brooks, and birds, and trees, and flowers, and
mountaing, far more eloquent and instructive
than the lifeless theology of our drowsy pulpils?
Experience has proved that the Puritanical
Sabbath hus been most unfavorable (o moral-
ity, apd lus diiven thousands to infidelity and
irreligion, and into every vice and erime, Its
ascetie, gloomy characlor, keeps the people
from Chrisifan worship and sends them to
other resorts. The churches do not contain
quite balf room for the population, and yet
they are not on an avernge half full. Thus
one-fourth of the people only go to chureh.
The chief cause is the Puritanical Sabbath ob-
servance, which remains a legacy of the folly
of our ancesiors.

The Wonderful Growth of Western Cis

ties=Look at Cincinnati!
There is much that is interesting in the study
of the rapid growth of the large cities scaltered
through the West, each forming a kind of se-
cond rate metropolis, and boasting of its me-
tropolitan resources for amusement and dissi-
pation on « small scale. In the Cincinnati
Prices Current for the present year is a report
of the commerce of that city which occupies
nineteen columns of one of the daily papers.
We learn some curious statistios from this docu-
ment, showing the progress of Cinclnnati since
its foundation, in 1788, as a village, with the
streets cut through the forest and their names
marked on the trees.

It was many years subsequent to this date,
however, that Cincinnati began to make its
mark u3 a city, having been incorporated as
euch in the year 1819, just forty years ago.
Fince then it has been steadily increasing in
commerce and general prosperity.

We learn from the report referred to that for
the year 1858-59 * the general increase in com-
merce is quite remarkable. The increase.in
the grocery trade will attract attention. The
imports of coffee increased 11 per cent, of su-
gar 30 per cent, and of molasses 60 per cent.
We imporied about one-sixth of all the sugnrs
made in Louisiana, and one-fifth of ull the mo-
lasses, One-eighth of adl the coffee imported
into the United States from Brazil came to this
market, und notwithstanding these heavy im-
portations they were not in excess of the de-
mand, which has been large and steady through-
out the zeason.”

An abstract of the imports and exports of
the city shows that increase is the rule and de-
crease the exception. The increase in the fol-
lowing articles is quite marked, and tells well
for the commercial progress of Cincinnati:—

The ox 4 of furniture have inereased cighty-nine per
cent; of horses, one hundred  and forty-one per cont; of
molusses, slxty-one per cent; of dried [ruits, one hundred
and sisty per cent.  The fmports of wool have Increased
one bundred and fifty-five per cent; of wines, ninoty-
threc per cont; of manufactured tobuceo, ninety-six per
cent; of potatocg, two hundred and sixty nine per cent; of
Aot Tkl fous par ceik: of dried tratt, ot biadred

and winety per cent; and of bools and shioes, ous hundred
aud four per cent,

Pork, the great staple of Cincinnati, docs not
show so progperous a record, for we are told
that, “On the basis of a short crop, a sweeping
speculative movement prevailed during the fall
of 1858, and extended through the packing sea-
son. The pork crop of the West was bought
at the highest averagé price ever paid for it in
any previous year; and the crop turning out
to be ample, the decline was large and the
losses extensive and general.”

The trade in whiskey, linseed oil, oats and
potatoes, showed the same fate in o measure as
that in pork. The increase in all branches of
manutacture during 1he 108t Twenty yesrs has
veen very considerable, the figures showing
that the value of the varions departments in
1840, was $17,780,033; in 1850, $54,550,154;
and in 1860, $112,254,000; bhavinz more than
doubled in the last ten years.

As an evidence, not alone of the mercantile
but of {ie intellectual advance of Cincinnati,
we refer to the large growth of the ook trade:—

The whole number of volumes published in this city
the past year we estimate at 3,200,000, The educational
worka alone, published here, supply nearty all the public
sohiools in the entire West.  The cause which gives the
school books published In Ciocinnatil such wide-spread
reputation and such a permaucnt footing, is their superior
chiructer.  In 1840, the total value of all the books print-
ed in Ciucinnatl annually wns $600,000; in 1860 it had
reached $1.260.000; now, from reliable data, we place it
at $2.000.000. There are now f0y-nine eztablishments
engaged in the book trade in this city, of which seventeen
are publishing houses, five or six of them on & most ex-
tensive scale.

1t iz a matter of regret that the report is not
uble to give us any aceurate estimate of the
dry goods trade. It would be an interesting
item ot the Tast. The writer, however, under
this head throws out a few suggestions which
may be valuable to some of our New York
merchants who open long credit acconnts with
Western houses. Hesays:—

There I8 n large number, it {s true, who have to go to
the Eost to buy, for the very smm;f reason Lhat they can-
not Buy Lere; and It e o faet, which may seem strange,
it there are many morchiuts doing budiness in various
towns in the Western States who can buy as much dry
goods in Eastern cities ag they please, and yet whose cre-
dit at home 2 in many instavoes second class, and in not
A frw abeclutely worthless. The ease with which, and
pen what a slonder basis, o oredit of 8ty to one huodred
isuzand dollars can he established in New York, has
Lecome proverbinl out West, and bears & striking contrast
with the care and scrutiny uzed by our merchants, and
e congequencs =, the class of enstomers who buy bere
I= far better than thoss who ¢ go Kast. '

The progroes in trade during the past few years may be
erred from the number of houses en d in the whole-
» and retail dopartments each year, which were as fol.

Tows:m—
Number of Flowaen.

Veays Wholesale.  Retail.
[ e O TN R M 4“4 184

The growth of the “Queen City of the West”
is buta type of the growth of all the other
large Western cities. They seem fo apring up
like mnshrooms, and their recuperative faculties
after great disasters is amazing. For Instance,
a firincial calamity ruing half the commercial
firms and utterly smashes up o number of hanks,
but in a year or so affairs go on as smoothly as
ever, and’ the city recovers its wonted pros-
perity; or, as we have seen oceurring on Fri-
day last in Chieago, a fire destroys a whole
block, by which balf & million of dollays is
lost; but then, after all, it is only a logs of half
a million—the hole is soon filled np, and in a
few wecks the demolished block s reared
again, looking more handsome and more com-
modious than hefore.

Looking at the exiraordinary progross of
these vast Western cilies, people dave pre-
dicted that New York would lose her su-
premacy; but this is simply an orror, for their
prosperity only feeds New York and increases
its resources, while the relative positions these
cities ocoupy towards each other, and the vast
tructs of country whose producis supply the
means of prosperity to each, preven} any one
of them from acquiring a mono:sly of in-
finence.

For our part, we have no objection to see all
these great cities increasing. We hope that
Cincinnati and Chieago and St. Louis will con=
tinue to grow in size and wealth, or even Port-
land, which is aspiring to take the trade in
moneter sleamships away from us, We hope
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vent of the Great Eastern; and she may,
provided that the marine monster doos not
carry off all the products of the State and
the back country in her first return voyage,
which she might casily do, together with the
whole population of Portland. Seriously, we
have no small jealousies to indulge In, for we
feel quite confident that, however marvellous
may be the growth of other cities, Enst or
West, New York, from her location, her mixed
population, and the extraordinary enterprise
of her people, will maintain to the end the su-
premacy which has been accorded to her as
the great commercisl metropolis of the Ameri-
can continent.

Cheap Postage and Postal Reforme—How
the Post Office May Sustain Itself.

Ex-Senator Cooper has been writing a letter
on cheap posiage, protection and the iron
men's league, which is evidently intended to
affect the Pennsylvania eloction. His remarks
in regard to the postal system are worthy of
consideration, and we reprint that portion of
them elsewhere. The rest of his letter is all
leather and prunella, pure electioneering talk,
that may suit the Pennsylvanians if they are as
ignorant of the truths of political cconomy as
the politicians suppose them to he.

There never has been such an over-worked,
under-fed and ill-apprecisted beast of burden
as the United States Post Office Depurtment is.
Between the politicians, printers and publie
generally, the most extraordinary demands are
made on it. The first of these load it down
with franked documents, franked speoches and
franked dirty linen; the second place a still
heavier load upon it in the shape of a free edi-
tor's mail, consisting, on an average, of fifty
papers daily for each of the five thousand
newspapers, amounting to thousands of tons
yearly; and then both join in preaching to the
public that the Post Office should be a self-
sustaining institution. Ex-Senator Cooper gives
up the latter point, and there is where he is
Wrong,

There is no reason why the Post Oflice should
pol sustain itself if the work laid upon it be
imposed with any degree of common sense.
But to insist that three-fourths of the matter
that forms the bulk of the mails shall be ecar-
ried for nething because it belongs to politi-
cinns and editors, and then to abuse the Post-
master General because he has a defleit in his
necounts at the end of each yoar, is a pure and
simple absurdity, Mr. Holt is doing what he
can to improve this state of things and to se-
cure the revenue, for which he receives due
credit from Mr. Cooper. For this purpose he
is now endeavoring to meet the popular desire
for cheap postage hy every means in his power.
He has introduced several economiecal reforms
.in the stamped envelope which are productive
of good, and aspires to do &till more. We are
not certain that he can accomplizh this until
the government makes its own envelope, and
gells it to the people at or very near the cost of
postage. Under the present system the old
slamps are re-used and probably counterfeit-
ed, and the stamped envelope costs four cents
instead of three, unless parties buy twenty-five
envelopes, when they get them at the price
the law directs, that is, the poslage and the
prime cest of the envelope.

But the great reforms that Mr. Holt should
endeavor to nchieve are these:—First, the abo-
lition of the franking privilege; second, the
culting off of the present incubus of free ex-

changes between newspapers ; third, throwing
tho carrtage ul newspapers and printed matter
open fo the comman carriers, at the oplion of
the senders, The first of these reforms would

take a great load off the overworked depart-
ment, and the second would relieve it from a
&till heavier burthen. Politicinns and editors
might ery out against it, but the great mass of
the people would approve the act. Thereis no
more reason why an editor should receive his
papers free than a merchant, or & mechanic, or
a farmer. The third step has heen partially
taken, in the permission granted to contraetors
to carry newspapers for regular dealers out of
the mails. But why a dealer should have any
advantage over a subscriber we could never
conceive. If the sending of newspapers through
the mail was optional with the sender or re-
ceiver, and every paper that was carried had
to pay postage, the mails would go a great
deal lighter, would travel with more certainty,
and the revenue would be inereased. Will Mr.
Holt, in the annumal report he is about to pre-
pare on his department, give us some sensible
views on this subject and recommend these re-
forma? If they are adopted the Post Office
will soon become a self-sustaining institution.

Tae Speakersute or tHE Nexr Howse ov
REPRESENTATIVES.—The question of the organi-
zation of the next Honse of Representatives is
heginning to attract the attention of the news-
papers all through the country. The discus-
sion hinges particularly on the adoption or
non-adoption of the plurality rule in the elec-
tion of Speaker. Il ascems to us, however, that
the matter is not fully understood, and it cor-
tainly is not clemly stated, in the couniry pa-
pers. Asitis of the highest Importance (hat
there should be no mistake about this matter,
we desire to present it in the clearest light.

It appears to be eonceded on every side that
the politieal parties will stand in the next
House of Representatives in the following pro-

portions:—

Republicans ,, .0a113
Democrats. . . n
Antl-Lecompton democrats, , i 1K
Southern oppesition.. .. ..., . P |
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In a full vote of the body it wonld therefors
require one hundred and ninetoen to consti-
tute a majority. Cun either of the two greai
pariies calenlate npon having zueh a majority?
Certainly not, except in two contingencies,
The one is, that enough votes may be got from
one or both of the two factions. the anti-Le-
comptonites and the Southern opposition, to
give a preponderance to either the democrata
or the republicans. The other is, that either
through negligence or design the Iouse may
not be full on the opening of the session, and
the republicans, who are well whipped in, may
thus have a clear majority. Bok unless cither of
these things ocour we are sure to have a most
exciting and protracted contest for the Speak-
ership of the next House, just as we had two
Congresses since, when Banks was eleglod
Speaker:

Now, as then, the plurality rule will he ten-
dered ns the only solution to the diffienlty.
Under it it will not be necessary for any candi-
date to have an absoluie majority of all the
votes cast, but a simple plurality. With three
condidates in the feld, that would inevitahly
result now, as it did then, in the triumph of the

sepublicens,  Theig b ng igngaing (hat palpa

ble fuct. We take il for granted that the demo-
ornts proper will, to n man, vole steadily and
perristently agninet such a oourse, although in
1865-6 the proposition came from a democeat
(Smith, of Tennessee), and was supporied by
several others of the same party. At that time,
however, there was but a single faction in the
House holding the balance of power. That
was the American faction, which, contrary to
expectation, obstinately and pertinaciously con-
tinued to vote for their own candidate, despite
the knowledge that their doing so would give
the organization of the House to the republi-
enos. Now there are two factions jointly amd
severally holding the balance of power between
the partles. If the anti-Lecomptonites, for in-
stance, should throw thoir weight into the re-
publican scale, it would turn the balance im
favor of the latter; or if both anti-Lecomp-
toniste” and Southern oppositionists should
throw their united weight into the demooratic
scale, the organization of the next House would
be effected on a national democratic basis.

The two cliques or factions will, thercfore,
have devolved upon them an Immense respon-
gibility. By obstinately setting up special
candidates of their own and pertinuciously
voting for them they will prevent the organi-
zation of the House and prejudice the publia
interests. By voting for a plurality rule, or
resorting to any other subterfuge to evade di-
rect responsibility, they will as surely offect
the election of an abolitionist Speaker as if
they had boldly cast their votes for him. But
by coming forward in a spirit of patriotism,
discarding their petty jealousies and ridiculous
quibbles about nothing, and casting their votes
for the democratic candidate, they will solve
the difficulty in a way that will be promotive
of their own and the country's interests. If
the democrats will have the good sense to no-
minate one who Is not personally repugnant to
the factions this will probably be the course
pursued. But we wish to have it impressed on
the minds of members, and of the public at
large, that voting for the adoption of the plu-
rality rule in the election is equivalent to vot-
ing for the republican candidate. It will en-
gure an abolitionist organization of the House
of Representatives, and may, if the Presiden-
tiul election should be thrown into that body,
eventuale in fastening on the country an abo-
litionist administration. If the Douglas demo-
crats choose thus to sacrifice their own politi-
cal leader, let them do so. Their act would
destroy his last chance before the Charleston
Convention. If the Southern oppositionists
favor the plurality rule, let them do so, and
expose themselves to the execrations of the
people-of their own section. But let there be
no misunderstanding of the inevitable effect of
the adoption of this rule.

The State of Europe—Progress of the Na-
poleonic Idems and the Fears of the
Dynasties,

Affairs in Europe are settling down into a
quict acceptance of the Napoleonic ideas, as
modified by Louis Napoleon, though not with-
out a constant effort on the part of the oppos-
ing oligarchic and theocratic interests to re-
awaken the old opposition to them that was
80 cffectually aroused half a century ago.

The peace of Villafranca and the moderation
of the French Emperor took everyhody by
surprige, and from that time to this the elass-
supported press of Europe has been prognos-
ticating its early rupture, and preaching the
necessity of a general distrust of the policy
and designs of France. Yet in the face of all
these outgivings of the organs of the panie
stricken dynasties, the Zurich Conference holds
its silent course, Queen Victoria and her Court
go off to the highlands of Scotland, Louis Napo-
leon retires to the baths of St. Sauveur, and
affairs in western Europe at least drop into
their usunl dull round of red-tapeism. In
central and eonthern Europe the operation of
the Napoleonic ideas is producing quite a dif-
ferent effect.

The dissatisfied nationality of Italy is be-

ginning to comprehend that Louis Napo-
leon was frue to the highest require-
menis of freedom in staying the tide of war
at Villafranca. The heavy hand of Austria
wiis removed from Lombardy and the Duchies,
and then the power that effected this great
work was iteelf withdrawn, Those States were
left to begin, untrammelled, the organization of
Italian nationality. A body of troops, it is true,
was left in a part of Lombardy; but events have
proved that their presence was for the purpose
of securing the free action of the constructive
portion of the nation in their work, without
coercion from the red revolutionists and des-
truetives, whose sole idea of reform is to pull
down everything that exists, While these
troops have preserved society from sudden
violence in Lombardy and the Duchies, they
have left the true veformers free to act. These
have proclaimed the union of Piedmont and
Lombardy, the destitution of the Hapsburg-
Lorraine dynasty, the formation of the Central
Ttalian Leagne, with Garibaldi at the head ofits
army, and the adopiion of a policy of progres-
sivo reform, combined with the preservation of
ihe matexial intcrests of society. This is the
only way that Italy can become a self-constitu-
ted and permanent nationality.  Such a politi-
cal existence contains the elements of life and

growth, while a eystem imposed by
an  extraneons power, however friendly
that  might be, would be always a

self-reproach to Italy, would carry with it the
seeds of its own decay, and would fall when-
ever that friendly hand should be withdrawn.
Now, Louls Napoleon restrains not only Aus-
tria, hnt himself too, from interference in Ital-
jon affuire. He will neither coerce the Duchies
to restore their discarded rulers, nor will he
permit Austrin to do it, while at the same time
ke advizes them to take back their chastened
sovereigns rather than to incur the risks of too
rapid reforms. The Duchies feel themselves
free to follow their own listings, and exhibit
suficient confldence in their own self-control to
refuse to do so.

This example of a sutlsfled nationality in
Ttaly is working in Gormany like leaven in =
mass of unleavened dough. Teutonism isagain
rife there, The aspiration for German unity is
rising, and not a fow of the forty dukes that di-
vide its territary see the danger they are in of
having to follow the road of their fellows of
Tuscany and Modena. The Napoleonic idea of
satisfled nationalities is taking wonderfully
with the people, though the press, bound to the
interesta of the aristocratic classes, is endea-
voring to stlfle it, and to rouse a feeling of dis-
trust against Louis Napoleon and a readinoss
to take up arms againet him. But the clase
interests cannot to-day do what they did so
successfully fifty years ago.

len and things bave vastly chapged slase



